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thwart it then, and now they want to 
sneak it into a treaty, and the Amer-
ican people are not permitted to know 
what is in the treaty. 

Will that hurt us in some way? It will 
only make all of our technological dis-
coveries available for our competitors 
overseas to be using long before the 
patent is even granted to the American 
inventor. You see what type of sinister 
forces we are up against. Who can sit 
down here and say how wonderful this 
treaty is going to be when the Amer-
ican people aren’t allowed to see it and 
when almost all of us have not read it 
and when our briefers who come here 
have not even read it? 

I asked them yesterday, these 
briefers, ‘‘Well, is this in the treaty?’’ 
They didn’t know. They didn’t know 
whether or not this provision on pat-
ents was in there, which would under-
mine our rights to control our own cre-
ations here and have our opponents and 
our competitors overseas have all of 
the information about our technology 
even before the patent is granted. They 
didn’t even know that was in there. 
They didn’t know if it was or if it 
wasn’t. 

By the way, if I had gone down and 
had finally gotten through the maze 
and had read the actual wording in the 
treaty, I would have been required not 
to have mentioned it today on the 
House floor as we are being restricted 
because it has been declared secret 
from the American people. This is out-
rageous. 

We don’t need to have a trade pro-
motion authority that will keep things 
from the American people, and we 
don’t need to have a trade treaty with 
the Pacific and with all of these na-
tions in Asia that will open us up to 
having our technology stolen, but also 
we don’t know the other parts of it ei-
ther. 

We keep hearing of the great things 
that are in it that are going to benefit 
the American workers, but we know 
what has happened in China. As for 
China, we were told, if we opened up 
our trade with China, China would 
modernize, and they would become a 
liberal, democratic country over the 
years. I call it the ‘‘hug a Nazi, make 
a liberal’’ theory. Basically, we were 
told that China would become a benev-
olent force. As we know now, China is 
becoming a malevolent force. China is 
becoming a threat to world peace, and 
the American people have not bene-
fited from China trade as our good-pay-
ing jobs have gone to China. 

We don’t want that for the rest of the 
world. We need to know what is in 
these trade treaties because they 
might have a major impact on bringing 
our working people’s salaries down 
even more. Whether it is immigration 
or trade or patent law, our criteria 
should be what is in the interests of 
the people of the United States or 
whether it is in trade, where we have 
been basically having trade for the ben-
efit of some mega-multinational cor-
porations or patent law for the same 
clique. 

Guess what they also want? They 
want cheap labor, and that is why you 
see today this push to give 11 million 
people amnesty who have come here il-
legally. It is not 11 million. That is a 
10-year-old figure. By the time they get 
done, they are going to bring 50 million 
people into our country who wouldn’t 
be here otherwise. What is that going 
to do to our wage base? What is that 
going to do to Americans who are out 
looking for work right now? What is 
that going to do to our schools? to the 
money we have for our veterans’ bene-
fits? What is that going to do? We are 
undermining the well-being of the 
American people for the profits of some 
mega-multinational corporations. That 
is wrong. 

I am a Republican—I believe in free 
enterprise; I believe in private prop-
erty; I believe in the profit motive—but 
we have to have a Congress that is 
working for the benefit of and pro-
tecting the rights of the American peo-
ple, and they need to mobilize to make 
sure we are doing that by supporting 
them to make sure that our commu-
nities are not overrun with illegal im-
migrants. 

By the way, if you grant amnesty to 
25 million illegals, there will be a huge 
surge of people from around the world 
who will know that all they have to do 
is outlast us, and they will get their 
amnesty. We need to make sure that 
these decisions, those things—immi-
gration policy and trade policy and, 
yes, intellectual property protection 
policy—are done in a way that will 
benefit us and will not benefit our com-
petitors. 
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When I say us, United States, it is us, 
U-S, us, the American people. That 
should be the basis of our criteria: 
what is going to be in the interests of 
the American people; not bring down 
their wages, not let people steal our 
technology and use it to compete 
against us. 

I ask my colleagues, please pay at-
tention to H.R. 9 and these issues. Join 
with me in supporting the cause of the 
American people, of us instead of the 
big corporations. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

HONORING DEREK ‘‘CHIP’’ ANDREW 
HANSEN 

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, dur-
ing National Police Week we honor 
those law enforcement officers who 
have lost their lives while protecting 
and providing for the safety and pro-
tection of our communities. 

As an important part of these cere-
monies that we see here today in Wash-
ington, D.C., we honor city of Wapato, 
Washington, police officer Derek 
‘‘Chip’’ Andrew Hansen, an Army vet-
eran who paid the ultimate sacrifice on 
March 8, 2014, when he passed away as 

a result of injuries sustained in the line 
of duty in 2011. 

Over his 15-year career as a police of-
ficer, Officer Hansen demonstrated ex-
emplary service. He acted as an in-
structor for Standard Field Sobriety 
Testing. He was a school crossing 
guard. He wrote numerous grants re-
lated to school safety. And he served as 
a volunteer in his community. 

As Derek’s name is added to the list 
of heroes we lost last year, we also rec-
ognize his family, especially his son 
Colt, for their loss. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Officer Derek ‘‘Chip’’ Andrew 
Hansen and his family for his dedicated 
service and for their sacrifice. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

A MISSION OF MERCY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LAMALFA). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2015, the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) 
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, today I am on a mission of mercy; 
a mission of mercy, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause a U.S. military helicopter has 
gone down in Nepal on Tuesday, May 
12. They were on a mission of mercy. 
The United States of America always 
responds to those who are in need, 
those who are in harm’s way. This was 
no exception. 

Our very finest volunteer to serve in 
our military. Many of them will go to 
distant places, and some of them will 
not always return home the same way 
they left. Some will not return at all. 
I am honored to say that we should be 
proud of those who serve. Regardless as 
to how we feel about conflicts around 
the world, we ought to appreciate the 
service of those who are in our mili-
tary, and we ought to want every one 
of them to return home safely. So 
today I stand in the well of the House 
on a mission of mercy for our military 
persons who have lost their lives in dis-
tant places, but more specifically in 
Nepal. 

We are there for a reason, Mr. Speak-
er. We are there because Ruth Smeltzer 
is right: 
Some measure their lives by days and years, 
Others by heartthrobs, passions, and tears, 
But the surest measure under God’s Sun. 
Is what for others in your lifetime have you 

done. 

We, in the United States of America, 
are doing things for others in the life-
time of people in this country cur-
rently, and we do it in the lifetime of 
our Nation. We want it said that we 
were there to help those in time of 
need. 

So, Mr. Speaker, there is a time of 
need for those in Nepal. On April 25, a 
7.8 magnitude earthquake hit Nepal; 
7.8. Thereafter, on May 12, a 7.3 mag-
nitude earthquake hit Nepal. These 
earthquakes have devastated this coun-
try. Lives have been lost, more than 
8,000 lives. People have been injured, 
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more than 17,000. Millions have been 
displaced, nearly 3 million. Millions 
have been affected, more than 8 mil-
lion. Four Americans lost their lives. 

The United States moved quickly. We 
committed the sum of approximately 
$10 million initially, but that has now 
grown to more than $32 million. The re-
lief efforts from the United States are 
growing. Not only are we placing dol-
lars into the relief effort, we are also 
placing our military equipment into 
these efforts. That is why the heli-
copter was there in Nepal, to help in 
this time of need. 

So I am proud to say that we are 
there to help. The need is estimated to 
be approximately $415 million. The 
number could go up. But if it is that 
amount, we can do as much as we can, 
and we should do as much as we can to 
help the people of Nepal. I want you to 
know that the people of Nepal and the 
Nepalese community in the United 
States of America across the length 
and breadth of our country are pitch-
ing in. 

In my district, the Ninth Congres-
sional District of Houston, Texas, on 
May 2, 2015, we held a meeting. That 
meeting was to discuss how we can be 
of service, the congressional office, and 
how the community can come together 
to provide assistance for those in need 
in Nepal. At that meeting, I am proud 
to say we had a good many persons in 
attendance. It was a community meet-
ing. In the true spirit of community, 
which has the word ‘‘unity’’ in it, there 
was unity within this community 
meeting. I am proud to say that the 
members of the Nepalese Association 
of Houston were present. The presi-
dent, Mr. Ghimirey was there, and he 
gave a report. The secretary, Mr. 
Nepal, was there. He gave a report. The 
building that we were in was at the 
International Center owned by Mr. Wei 
Li, and we are honored that he opened 
the doors of his facility for this pur-
pose. 

But it is important to know that the 
community was in unity on the effort 
to help those in Nepal. Some of the 
members of the community in attend-
ance: the Bhutanese community was 
there. The Taiwanese community was 
there. The Latino community was in 
attendance. The Burmese community 
was in attendance. The Pakistani com-
munity, the Vietnamese community, 
all in attendance. Asian realtors were 
there. The Southwest Management Dis-
trict was there. There were Venerables 
there, those who are of the Buddhist 
faith. The Filipino community was rep-
resented. The community activists of 
all stripes, of different ethnicities were 
in attendance. The Jewish community 
was there, and a report was given in 
terms of how Israel has been involved. 
The Turkish community was there, the 
Indian community. The Lion’s Club 
was represented. The Chinese commu-
nity was in attendance. And the Afri-
can American community was there, as 
well as a representative of the NAACP. 

We had a cross-section of people all 
there for the purpose of becoming a 

part of the mission of mercy, for the 
purpose of making sure that we fulfill 
our obligation to help those in times of 
need, and I am proud to say that a goal 
of $100,000 was set for the purpose of 
aiding those in Nepal just from that 
meeting. There are many others who 
have other goals, some higher, some 
lower, but I believe this goal will be 
met because it was indicated at the 
meeting that approximately $60,000 had 
been committed. I am proud to know 
that the community, in the spirit of 
unity, has come together. 

We announced at that meeting that 
our congressional office, working with 
other Members of Congress, we have 
filed a bill, H.R. 2033, to accord, to pro-
vide temporary protected status for the 
Nepalese community in Texas, in the 
United States of America, if you are a 
citizen of Nepal. If you are a citizen of 
Nepal, and you find yourself here on 
some sort of visa, if you are here law-
fully in the country, temporary pro-
tected status would extend the stay for 
those who are lawfully in the country. 
It will not change the immigration sta-
tus of a single person. It will simply ex-
tend the stay. This is the American 
way. It is not the first time we have 
done this. This is the American way. 

When people are here and their visas 
expire, and they are subject to going 
back into harm’s way or going back to 
their country, which would place them 
in harm’s way, we have done the honor-
able thing, the right thing. We have on 
many occasions allowed them to stay 
here rather than send them into harm’s 
way. 

That is what this bill would do, H.R. 
2033. It would permit them to stay in 
this country and not return to a coun-
try that has been devastated by not 
one, but two earthquakes, a 7.3 and a 
7.8. These two earthquakes have left 
much damage across the length and 
breadth of the country. The country is 
recovering. 

We need to make sure that we do all 
that we can to help the people of Nepal. 
This is why the bill was introduced, 
and I am proud to say that a good 
many persons have joined this mission 
of mercy. The Honorable MIKE HONDA 
is an original cosponsor, but there are 
others who are cosponsors, and in our 
tradition we like to thank people. It is 
a tradition of the House to thank peo-
ple who are a part of a process that is 
helping someone. 

When you have people of goodwill 
who have put their names on the line, 
you ought to acknowledge that they 
are doing it. So I am proud to acknowl-
edge people of goodwill, members of 
the United States House of Representa-
tives who are a part of this mission of 
mercy, who have signed on to H.R. 2033. 

I want to mention each and every 
name. There are others who will sign 
on. This is not an all-inclusive list, but 
as of today: The Honorable MIKE 
HONDA, who was an original cosponsor; 
the Honorable RRAD ASHFORD—and by 
the way these are alphabetized—the 
Honorable KAREN BASS; the Honorable 

MIKE CAPUANO; the Honorable TONY 
CÁRDENAS; the Honorable JUDY CHU; 
the Honorable YVETTE CLARKE; the 
Honorable EMANUEL CLEAVER; the Hon-
orable JAMES CLYBURN; the Honorable 
STEVE COHEN; the Honorable JOHN CON-
YERS. 

For those of you who may just have 
joined us, these are the people who are 
on a mission of mercy. These are the 
people who are on H.R. 2033, a bill de-
signed to help people stay in this coun-
try and not go back into harm’s way to 
Nepal. By the way, this bill would im-
pact about 10,000 to 25,000 people. It is 
very difficult to count, but this is a 
guesstimate at best, the number of peo-
ple who might benefit by staying in 
this country. 

I said the Honorable JOHN CONYERS is 
on this mission of mercy; the Honor-
able JOSEPH CROWLEY; the Honorable 
HENRY CUELLAR; the Honorable DANNY 
DAVIS; the Honorable JOHN DELANEY; 
the Honorable SUZAN DELBENE; the 
Honorable MARK DESAULNIER; the Hon-
orable TAMMY DUCKWORTH; the Honor-
able KEITH ELLISON; the Honorable 
MARCIA FUDGE; the Honorable ALAN 
GRAYSON; the Honorable GENE GREEN; 
the Honorable RAÚL GRIJALVA. 

As I continue with this list, let me 
make mention of this: This is not the 
first time, as I have indicated, that we 
have had temporary status granted to 
other countries. 

b 1230 
It was done under the Clinton admin-

istration, and it was granted to 
Montserrat. It was done under the Clin-
ton administration as well for Nica-
ragua, following a hurricane, as well as 
for the Honduras. It was done with the 
Bush administration for El Salvador. It 
was done for the Obama administration 
for those who suffered from an earth-
quake in Haiti. 

So these are some of the people: the 
Honorable TAMMY DUCKWORTH, the 
Honorable KEITH ELLISON, the Honor-
able MARCIA FUDGE, the Honorable 
ALAN GRAYSON, the Honorable GENE 
GREEN, the Honorable RAÚL GRIJALVA, 
the Honorable LUIS GUTIÉRREZ, the 
Honorable DENNY HECK, the Honorable 
SHEILA JACKSON LEE, the Honorable 
HAKEEM JEFFRIES, the Honorable EDDIE 
BERNICE JOHNSON, the Honorable HANK 
JOHNSON, the Honorable DANIEL KIL-
DEE, the Honorable BARBARA LEE, the 
Honorable JOHN LEWIS, the Honorable 
ZOE LOFGREN, the Honorable JIM 
MCDERMOTT, the Honorable GRACE 
MENG, the Honorable GWEN MOORE, the 
Honorable GRACE NAPOLITANO, the Hon-
orable JARED POLIS, the Honorable 
CHARLES RANGEL, the Honorable 
CEDRIC RICHMOND, the Honorable BOBBY 
RUSH, the Honorable LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ, 
the Honorable LORETTA SANCHEZ, the 
Honorable BOBBY SCOTT, the Honorable 
JOSÉ SERRANO, the Honorable BRAD 
SHERMAN, the Honorable CHRIS SMITH, 
the Honorable JACKIE SPEIER, the Hon-
orable BENNIE THOMPSON, the Honor-
able CHRIS VAN HOLLEN, the Honorable 
MAXINE WATERS, and the Honorable 
BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN. 
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I might add that this is bipartisan. It 

is always a wonderful thing to have bi-
partisan legislation. This legislation is 
bipartisan in nature. 

I want you to know that, in spon-
soring this legislation, it is our hope 
that the United States House of Rep-
resentatives will take it up and that it 
will come to the floor of the House for 
a vote, so that we can do more than say 
we support the people of Nepal. 

This is a way for the Congress of the 
United States of America to go beyond 
endorsing aid. It is a way to provide aid 
because the people who are here will 
have an opportunity to continue to 
work. As they continue to work, they 
will be permitted to return funds to 
their home country. 

This is a way for us to not only keep 
people out of harm’s way, but to allow 
those who are here to send money to 
those who are in harm’s way. They can 
send dollars back to Nepal to help their 
country in a time of need. 

When we had the circumstance in 
Honduras that required temporary pro-
tective status, persons were allowed to 
stay. Since that occurred, approxi-
mately $31 billion has been sent back 
to Honduras from those who are in the 
diaspora. 

With reference to Nicaragua, for 
those who are in the diaspora, I want 
to commend you because you have sent 
approximately $10 billion home. For 
those in El Salvador, I want to com-
mend you because you have sent ap-
proximately $45 billion home. For 
those in Haiti, in the diaspora, you 
have sent approximately $6 billion 
home. 

People in the diaspora from these 
various countries want to do what they 
can to be of assistance to their people 
at home. This is a way of providing 
them an opportunity to be of assist-
ance to those that they love, those who 
find themselves in harm’s way, those 
who are in their homelands. 

Well, we hope that this piece of legis-
lation will pass. If this piece of legisla-
tion passes, it will give those persons 
who are here the opportunity to con-
tinue to be a part of the mission of 
mercy by sending dollars to those who 
are in harm’s way. It is nothing unique, 
but it is something very much needed 
for those who are in Nepal. 

I am proud to tell you that, as we go 
forward with this effort, we will extend 
the reach to the United States Senate. 
We will ask that the Senators please 
become a part of this. This is an effort 
that we all, in my opinion, can em-
brace. We can do this, and we can do it 
without it costing us—meaning the 
government—any money. 

The Government of the United States 
of America is already sending tens of 
millions of dollars by way of aid and 
equipment, and we are doing a lot, but 
this is another way for the government 
to be of assistance without spending 
additional money to be of assistance to 
the people who are here by not putting 
them back in harm’s way, but at the 
same time, to allow them—those who 

are here—to be of benefit to their coun-
try by sending dollars back in the form 
of remittances. 

I believe that the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate of the 
United States of America can get this 
done. I am going to ask my colleagues 
to please give consideration to H.R. 
2033. 

Let us join hands together, those in 
the House and Senate, and be on this 
mission of mercy to see if we can do 
something to provide aid and comfort 
for those who are in Nepal by passing 
legislation to allow those who are in 
this country to stay in the United 
States of America. 

We also are on this mission of mercy 
because Dr. King is right—I mentioned 
Ruth Smeltzer—when he reminded us 
that life is an ‘‘inescapable network of 
mutuality, tied in a single garment of 
destiny.’’ What impacts one directly 
impacts all indirectly, meaning what is 
happening to those in Nepal will have 
an impact on us. 

It may not be a direct impact, but 
there will be an indirect impact. It will 
happen in ways that we may not be 
able to measure, but it will. It will im-
pact because there are people who are 
going to try to migrate, people trying 
to get out of harm’s way and try to get 
to other countries. 

My hope is that we will do our share 
to help those who are trying to get out 
of harm’s way and do our share to pre-
vent those who are here from going 
back into harm’s way. 

Dr. King is right; life is an inescap-
able network of mutuality. We are 
bonded together. This is one island 
that we are all stranded on, the island 
that we know as Earth. If we are going 
to live together as brothers and sisters, 
we have to treat each other as such. 

This is a time for us to be responsive 
to our brothers and sisters in Nepal be-
cause there is another comment I hear 
quite regularly when we hear of disas-
ters like these. People will mention 
that: ‘‘But for the grace of God, there 
go I.’’ 

We have had our share of mishaps in 
the United States of America; and, 
when we have had our share of mis-
haps, people have always sent their 
best wishes and aid to us. People have 
been of assistance to us throughout the 
years, the decades, the century. People 
have been of assistance to us. 

But for the grace of God, there go I. 
I am so proud of the response that we 

had in this country after we suffered 
9/11. There were people who showed us 
a great amount of sympathy and empa-
thy, people who wanted to do all that 
they can to let us know that they cared 
and that they were concerned and that 
they did not, in fact, support—and, in 
fact, condemned—the dastardly deeds 
that were perpetrated. 

It was a time for the world to come 
together. This is another such occa-
sion, but not the same—no two un-
pleasant circumstances are the same— 
but this one in Nepal is one that we can 
embrace. This is a time for us to show 

the world that we understand that 
there are things that we can do and 
will do. 

We are, by the way. We have sent 
millions of dollars. We have our aid in 
the form of the soft side of our mili-
tary. Our heavy equipment and heli-
copters are there. As I mentioned ear-
lier, we did lose a helicopter, and we 
lost some lives. 

We are stepping up to the plate. The 
United States of America is doing its 
part. I want us to continue to do our 
part. I want us to do all that we can to 
make sure that every person knows 
where we stand. 

In so doing, I want to mention that 
we in the United States have been 
blessed to have this melting pot of peo-
ple who come from all over the world 
to be a part of this great American 
Dream, the great American ideal, and 
the people who have come here from 
the country of Nepal are no exception. 

They are hard-working people. They 
have shown their desire to be a part of 
the fiber and fabric of the United 
States of America. They have been peo-
ple of good will. I ask that we extend 
the hand of friendship to these people 
of good will, especially during this 
month, which is a month that we are to 
give honor and show respect to those of 
Asian heritage, if you will. 

This is Asian and Pacific Islander 
Heritage Month. This is a great time 
for us, during this month, to show our 
concern for the Asian population that 
is in Nepal. We have the opportunity to 
pass H.R. 2033 and make a difference in 
the lives of a good many people in this 
country. 

I do want to mention again, for fear 
that some may not have heard, the 
community in Houston is well orga-
nized. Immediately after the first 
earthquake hit, we had a meeting, and 
we had scores of people in attendance. 
These were Nepalese persons. They 
were there to show their unity with 
each other. 

They also had a plan of action. Their 
plan of action included raising money 
so that they could send it to their 
homeland to be of assistance, and they 
want to send this money directly there 
themselves. I admire them for their 
lofty goals and their efforts. They want 
to send the money themselves to their 
homeland. They want to make sure 
that there is no question that they 
have done their part. 

The beautiful thing about this effort 
is that it became infectious and other 
members of the community decided: If 
not but for the grace of God, there go 
I. Here is my opportunity to be of as-
sistance. Here is my opportunity to 
unify. 

It was an amazing sight to see, on 
May 2, when we had all of these various 
organizations and groups coming to-
gether, all of them pledging their sup-
port, all of them pledging their desire 
to be of assistance to the Nepalese 
community in Houston, Texas, across 
the length and breadth of this country, 
but also to those who are actually in 
Nepal in a time of need. 
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I am so honored that they have lofty 

goals that they, I believe, will meet—I 
plan to do my part—but I am also hon-
ored that they decided that this was 
something that we could all embrace. 
They have reached out to the entire 
community, and the community has 
responded. 

I beg my friends across all sides of 
the aisle, this is not a Republican or a 
Democratic resolution—or bill, if you 
will. This is a bill, H.R. 2033, that al-
ready has bipartisan support. It is not 
about what part of the country you are 
from. It is not about how many people 
you happen to represent from a certain 
community. It is about helping some-
body in a country that is in need of 
help. 

I beg that my colleagues would sign 
on to H.R. 2033—those who have not, 
many have indicated they will—so that 
we can bring this bill to the floor of the 
United States House of Representa-
tives. It is not going to cost us any ad-
ditional money to bring it to the House 
of Representatives. 

It will not in any way grant any sta-
tus to persons that they don’t already 
have. It will simply extend the period 
of time that they will be allowed to 
stay in this country without having to 
return to harm’s way. 

I am grateful for the time today, Mr. 
Speaker. I do believe that this is time 
that has been well spent, and I do want 
to, as I close, let those families who 
have friends and relatives who are serv-
ing in our military or who are in Nepal, 
especially those who have family mem-
bers that were associated with the 
military and the loss related to that 
helicopter crash, but also those who 
are with USAID and those there with 
various other organizations that are in 
service and doing what they do to 
make a difference, thank all of them 
for being there on the ground. 

I also heard someone representing 
our military this morning. When 
speaking of those who are there as a 
part of that military effort and those 
who lost their lives, there was a re-
quest for prayers. There was a request 
that we would pray for those who are 
injured and those who have lost their 
lives. 

I believe in prayer. I do believe that 
it has a positive impact. I believe it 
can make a difference. I believe that 
there are times when there are no an-
swers available to people, when you 
cannot explain what has happened, 
when the inexplicable is confronting 
you. At those times, many people turn 
to prayer because prayer can provide 
what words cannot explain. 
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Prayer can give you the hope that 
you need to go forward. Prayer can 
give you the sense of I can, the belief 
that I will, the belief that I will go on 
and continue to make a difference, that 
it is expected that I go on sometimes. 
People think that there is no more 
hope, and they should just give up 
right here and right now. 

Prayer can do marvelous things, so I 
am going to end with a prayer because 
I believe that the request should be 
honored from the military person who 
made the request. Without knowing 
the name, I want you to know that I 
appreciate that you indicated that we 
should pray for our people in harm’s 
way. 

I will give this prayer from my heart, 
not from my head. I have no paper that 
I will be reading when I present this 
prayer. It is a prayer that has been 
written across my heart for a time 
such as this, and I pray, as I give this 
prayer, that it will be received with the 
intentionality that I will send it. 

It is a prayer for all. Those who 
would like to can join me in your tradi-
tion. However you pray is okay with 
me. I will lower my head to give this 
prayer, and I will close my eyes. 

Most gracious Creator, we know You 
by many names, but we also know that, 
by any name, You are the creator of all 
that was, is, and ever shall be, and we 
know that we are Your children, and as 
Your children, You have given us the 
greatest gift that we could ever re-
ceive, the gift of life. 

Regardless as to what we think of 
ourselves, we know, many of us in our 
hearts, that we are blessed beyond 
measure to simply have the gift of life. 

We know that we are better than we 
deserve, simply because we have the 
gift of life, because we cannot earn the 
gift of life. There is nothing that we 
could have done to earn it or merit the 
gift of life. It is something that we get 
because of grace. 

By Your grace, I stand here as Your 
servant, asking Your mercy for those 
who are in harm’s way in the nation of 
Nepal. I ask Your mercy, I ask Your 
blessings for those who are reaching 
out and trying to do what they can to 
help someone in a time of need. 

I ask that You please strengthen 
those who are there who, tonight, may 
find that they do not have shelter, but 
please give them some sense of belief 
that help is on the way. 

Help them to believe that there are 
people in a distant place called the 
United States of America who are peo-
ple of good will who are going to do 
what they can to make sure that they 
get the shelter they need. 

Please help those who may be suf-
fering the pains associated with having 
been a part of a tragic circumstance 
and having been hurt physically. Help 
those who are suffering to know that 
help is on the way, that we plan to 
make sure that they get the medical 
aid that they need and the treatment 
that they need because You have given 
us so much and those who have so 
much, as we, should do as much as we 
can to help people who have little. 

I ask, gracious Creator, that You 
strengthen all of us in this House of 
Representatives so that we may con-
tinue to go forward to do Your will to 
make Your world a better place. 

We were given the precious gift of the 
life for a reason. There are many rea-

sons that may be cited, but I believe 
that we have been blessed with the gift 
of life so that we may be a blessing to 
others. 

This is our opportunity to be a bless-
ing to others, and I beg and I pray that 
we, who have received the precious gift 
of life, when we finally, 1 day, have the 
opportunity to look back upon all that 
our lives stand for, perhaps we will, at 
some point in time, have an oppor-
tunity to see the omniscient, the omni-
present, and the omnipotent, and we 
will have an opportunity to tell and go 
over the record of our lives. 

On that day, I hope that we will be 
able to say that we did all that we 
could to help the people of Nepal. 

We thank You for the gift of life, and 
we pray that we will use it wisely and 
well and make a difference in the lives 
of others. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. God bless 
you, Mr. Speaker, and God bless the 
United States of America. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
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HONORING FALLEN LAW 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KNIGHT). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2015, the 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it is an 
honor and pleasure to follow my friend 
and fellow former judge from Texas 
when he talks about praying. I know 
him to be a praying man. I also know 
his heart to be a big heart. 

We can disagree on issues, but he is a 
brother, as a Christian, and he is a very 
good friend, and I appreciate his per-
spective very much. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. GOHMERT. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. I thank the 
friend from the great State of Texas. 
He and I happen to share more than 
being Members of Congress. We are 
Members of Congress from the same 
State. 

I am honored that you have not only 
worked hard in Congress, but you have 
also been a part of activities outside of 
Congress, and I am honored to work 
with you on at least one project, and 
we hope to do some good for the great 
State of Texas on this project together. 

I am grateful to you, and I am grate-
ful for your kind words. Thank you so 
much. 

Mr. GOHMERT. I would never ques-
tion the heart or motivation of my 
friend AL GREEN. I know his heart to be 
bigger than most in Washington. It is 
just an honor to serve with you. 

There is so much that has gone on 
this week. One of the things that has 
happened here in Washington and con-
tinues to happen today is a tribute, 
memorial to law enforcement officers 
who have lost their lives in the line of 
duty—doing what?—serving and pro-
tecting. 
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